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Preached at one of the Pariſh-Churches 


1 N 
NORTHAMPTON, 
On WEDNESDAY the roth of February, 1779; 
BEING THE DAY APPOINTED, 
BY ROYAL AUTHORITY, 


Fr a F A S T, 


And for imploring G O D's Bleſſing on His 
_ Majeſty's Arms, 
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OFFICERS OF THE TROOPS 
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S E NM M O N. 
| JEREMIAH, ch v. Ver. 3. 
0 Lord, are not thine Eyes upon the Truth? 1 


| haſt ſtricken them, but they have not grieved; 
_ thou haſt conſumed them, but they have refuſed o 


receive Correction; they have made their Farm i N 


border thin @ Rock, they bave refuſed ts return. 
J. the Author of the Text, pr E 
1 


fied in fore Part of the Reign of Jokiah, 
King of Judah; when there was a good King upOn 
the Throne, that preſided over an idolatrous, and 
a moſt corrupt People. He propheſied a little be- 
fore the Babyloniſh Captivity. And tho' he was 
always oppoſed, and unkindly treated, by his un- 

grateful Countrymen, for telling chem unwelcome 
Truths, yet was he 'moſt intrepid in laſhing their 
Corruptions, in ſhewing the * People their Tranſ- 
greſſion, and the Houſe of Jacob their Sins?” 
'« My People, fays he, is fooliſh, they have not 
known me; they are ſottiſh Children, and they have 
none Underſtanding ; they are wiſe to do Evil, but 
to do Good they have no Knowledge.” He was 
moſt affectionately Pathetic in lamenting their ap- 


proaching 


1 
proachin Calamities : < My Bowels, my Bowels, 


| fays he, I am pained at my very Heart: My Heart 


maketh a Noiſe in me, I cannot hold my Peace, 
becauſe thou haſt heard, O my Soul, the Sound of 


the Trumpet, the Alarm of War:” He was moſt 


urgent with them for Reformation and Amend- 
ment; Circumciſe yourſelves, ſaith he, to the 


Lord,“ put away your natural Corruptions, © and 
take away the Foreſkin of your Hearts, ye Men of 


Judah, and Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, leſt my Fury 


come forth like Fire, and burn that none can 
_ . quench it, becauſe of the Evil of your Doings.” 
And again, O, Jeruſalem, waſh thine Heart from 


Wickedneſs, that thou mayſt be ſaved. How long 
Mall thy vain Thoughts lodge within thee? 


Thus did the Prophet ſhew as well his Faithful- 


neſs to his Truſt by boldly executing his Commiſ- 
ſion, as his Regard for his Country by movingly 


commiſerating their impending Ruin, and by im- 


rtuning them to ſuch a Behaviour as would be 


' moſt likely to prevent it. And yet all would not 
do. They were, and continued, it's plain, to be 


ſo corrupt, that if the Prophet were to run to and 
fro through the Streets of Jerufalem, and to ſeek 
in the broad Places thereof, in the Places of 
greateſt Reſort, where Men met from all Quarters, 


it is infinuated, that he could not find a Man that 


executed Judgment, or that ſought the Truth. 
They ſaid, indeed, © the Lord liveth” they uſed 
the right Form of. an Oath, which, in any ſolemn 


Appeal to God, they were required to do, for cer- 


tifying their Acknowledgment of his ſupreme 


Power, in Oppoſition to Idols, —but they ſwore 


falſely, — not in Sincerity and Reverence, in Truth 
and Righteouſneſs, the proper Qualifications of a 


lawful Oath, but in Perfidy and Deceit; thus proſ- 


tituting the Name of God, and making themſelves 
gullty 


NORTHAMPT ON, 
Feb. 15, 1779 ¼ 


e the OFFICERS of the TROOPS, that 
have been quartered, for theſe laſt three Months, 
in the Pariſh of All-Saints, in Northampton. 


GENTLEMEN, 
take the Liberty of inſcribing to you the following Di/- 


courſe from the Preſs, as for your Sake it was penn'd, 
as well as for the reſt of my Pariſhioners, 


ELATED to you as your Miniſter during yeur 
Reſgaenge in this Pariſh, and having hitherto had no 


Nothing, I aſſure you, but a Deſire of contributing 
ſomewhat towards rouzing my unthinking Countrymen, 
at this alarming Criſis, ta ſome Senſe of their Duty, is 
my Inducement for making it public. The Writer's 
Motive therefore, I hope, will be ſome Apology for the 
Defects of his Pen. $4 | 


T flatter myſelf, Gentlemen, you'll excuſe my Free- 
dom in addreſſing the Diſcourſe to you, becauſe, as it 
was preached on 4 Day, appointed by the Royal Com- 
mand, for imploring the Divine Bleſſing on our Arms, 
there rather ſeems a Propriety in inſcribing it to thoſe 
Gentlemen, by whom theſe Arms are particularly to be 
exerciſed. Your Breaſts, I don't doubt, glow with Ar- 
dour in our National Defence; and mine glows with equal 
Ardour, in Return, to have the Britiſh Officer as con- 

Spicuous 


Opportunity of adarefſing you from the Pulpit, I 


ſpicuuus for his Piety, as be confeſſedly is for bis 
Proweſs. His Brotber-Soldier in the Chriſtian Cauſe, 
J wiſh him to go out well-appointed in the whole 
Chriffian . e 
— (Hic Murus aheneus eſto. Hon.) 


Clad in this Armour, nothing will withſtand his 
Might ; temporal and ſpiritual Enemies, like Dagon 
before GOD's Ark, will fall down at his Feet, 


Wiſhing Glory to your Arms, and Safety to your 
Perſons, and praying GOD a triumphant may ſucceed 
to your militant State, | 


I have, 
GENTLEMEN, «. 
o The Honour to be 
Dur moſt obedient, 
Humble Servant, 
| The MINISTER 
; >a the Pariſh, 


® You ſee it deſcribed in the 6th Chapter to the Epheſians, 


our 
eed 


ES: 


evilty of the higheſt Acts of Sin, not only of Hy- > Mi 


Poeriſy, VEE 1 Sacrilege alſo. 7 
810 787 


{4 — 


Struck, as it ſovins, with their Aloe ul at this © | 
Height of Wickedneſs, and their obſtinate Incor-- 


rigibleneſs, the Prophet turns himſelf in an abrupt 
Kind of Manner, as it were, to God, and exclaims 


in the Text, «O Lord, are not thine Eyes upon, 


the Truth?“ as much as to ſay, I know that thou 


lookeſt with Approbation and Delight upon Truth : | 


and Faithfulneſs' only; Virtues not to be ac 


from Gratitude, no, nor excited in this Pe 


from thy Judgments ;—for - * thou haſt ſtricken 
them, but they have not grieved; thou haſt con- 


ſumed them, but they have refuſed to receive Cor- 


rection; they have made their Faces harder than a 


Rock, they have refuſed to return,” lighting Cor- 
rection, and reſolving to perſiſt in their Obſtinacy. 
How the Jews, that choſen Nation, were repeat- 
edly ſtricken for their Diſobedience; how they have 


been carried into Captivity is evident from the ſa- 


- cred Records; how they have been exterminated as 


a Nation, for filling up the Meaſure of their Ini- 
quities, is notorious to all the World; and how, 
tho' God hath thus conſumed them, they have re- 
fuſed, and ſtill do refuſe to receive Correction, or 


Inſtruction which was meant by it; how they ftill 
make their Faces harder than a Rock, how they 
ſtill refuſe to return, the Veil of Infidelity being 


{till upon their Hearts, 1s as notorious alſo ; and 


both together verify the Aſſertion of the Prophet, 
both as to God's Judgments, and the little Effect 


they have had upon this ny _ ketten 
People. 


Now the Words or 25 us being one * thoſe 
many Texts, which tho' primarily deſigned hoſe 
5 thoſe 
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| EY, thoſe i it was delivered to, is nevertheleſs doubtleſs. © 


calculated to apply to thoſe alſo upon whom the 


1 Ends of the World are come—lI ſhall in my future 
Diſcourſe look upon it, in ſeveral of it's nde, | 


as deſoriptive of our Caſe as a Nation eee 


e as 1 ſhall ſhew in the 


iſt Place, have (like the les deus, as A 
Na tion, been ftricken of God: o Ir 


Adly, I ſhall enquire whether we are not like 
them, in not having grieved, in having refuſed to 


receive Correction, in having hardened our TI 
11 having refuſed to returns 5 


And, laſtly, I ſhall enforce the Neceſſity of. our 
returning to the Truth—of being in Reality. what 
3 to be in Principle, if we would engage 

Countenance of that Being, whoſe Eyes, ac- 
cording to the firſt Clauſe; of the Text, are upon 


the Truth, who can look upon the Truth only wh 
any Degree of Favour and Approbation. 


| And iſt, 1 ſhall ha that we (like the Jews) 
God, | amen, as a Nation, een ic en 


"4 
— 


If we conſult the Annals, of our Najions we 
Gall indeed find the Favour of Heayen exempli- 


—* 


fed to us in a regt Variety of Inſtances; —in our 


| Tom Popery, in our Situation with regard. to other 


Countries, in the Excellency of our onſtitution, 
in our ale Plenty, and Liberty, and in 
many Deliverances from, as well as Triumphs over, 
very formidable combined Foes. We have alſo 
been, it's very notorious, moſt ungratefully un- 


Ig under theſe Bleſſings, flagrantly letting, 195 
the 


. TY 


the Fond whilſt retaining (and ſcarcely, as to 


many, retaining) the Form of Godlineſs. Heaven 


therefore, in merciful Wrath, hath occaſionall 
viſited us often with temporal Judgments, chough 
it hath not made a full End of us yet; and, indeed, 
we ſhould humbly hope deſigning to n our 
being made a full End of at l | 


In the lies Periods 12 our 8 we e find our 
Kingdom attacked by a Variety of Aſſallants, by 
Romans, by Saxons, by Danes, by Normans, and 
undergoing the Fate of a conquered People, im- 
poſed by it's ſucceſsful Invaders. SK, Times 


ſince the Norman Conqueſt we have been harraſſed 


by Foreign Enemies, and ſpoiled, and, in Part, 
conſumed of one another in dire Civil Warr, In the 


great Rebellion, our Conſtitution in- Church and 


State was ſubverted, our King was murdered by his 
Subjects, (his ſelf - made Judges) and Brother's 
Sword was unſheathed againſt Brother, till the 
whole Kingdom was well-nigh brought to the Brink 
of Ruin: And, theſe ſore Evils removed, Popery 


threatened us a after with as much Miſchief as 


we had lately felt from Fanaticiſm before. But, to 
come nearer to our own Times: The Sword, one of 
God's ſore. Judgments, has, in the Remembrance 
of many of us, repeatedly gone through the Land. 
A ravaging Diſtemper for many Years together, 
within our Remembrance alſo, ſwept off Thouſands 
and ten Thouſands of our Flocks = Herds, And 
now, we are engaged in a lamentable War with our 


Fellow - Subjects; a War, in which, © our own 


familiar Friend, in whom we truſted, who hereto- 


fore took ſweet Counſel with us, bath lift up his 


Heel againſt us; a War, in which our own-Progeny 
that Pore from, our Heins, N N Bone of 
1 . 5 Ns 
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bur Bones, che very Fleſh of our Fleſh, have (not- 
withſtandiag all our Conceſſions, all our late hu- 


miliating Overtures for Peace) not only diſclaimed 


all Dependence on their Parent, but have joined 
themſelves, in cloſe Union, with our old, inveterate, 
perfidious Foe, of a different Genius, of a different 
Language from themſelves, and of ſuch a Religion 
as they pretended to hold always in high Execration: 
I ſay, they are diſplaying the Banners of War againſt 
us, in Conjunction with the determined Enemy of 


_ theſe Kingdoms, who has no Cauſe of Provocation 


4 


now / juſtly to plead, but wants only to aggrandize 


+ himſelf by the Completion of our Ruin,---As the 


former Inftances I have mentioned were doubtleſs 
ſore Viſitations of Heaven, fo this unhappy War, 
with all it's complicated Evils of Diſcontent, of 


BOT Taxes, of divided Counſels, of claſhing In- 
_ Efrelts, 


: of Family - Blobdſhed, of the Danger of 
lofing our Foreign Poſſeſſions, if not our very 
Empire itſelf, abundantly proves my Aſſertion true, 
that like the Jews, as a Nation, we have been, and 
now are, alarmingly ſtricken of God. I go on, 
therefore, DEA? n 


2dly, to enquire whether thoſe other Clauſes of 


de Text 40 not apply to us as well as to the 


Jews: © But they have not grieved, but they have 


refuſed to receive Correction, but they have made 


their Faces harder than a Rock, but they have re- 


. + fuſed to return.“ 


1 would to God from my inmoſt Soul (in Love 
to my Country) that this could not in the leaſt 
Degree be juſtly predicated of this our Nation. But 


though we have been thus ſtricken of God, though 
we have been ſo unſucceſsful in the Progrefs of this 


War, and though the Cloud till thickens to a 
| . tremendous 


A 1 „ 
1 - 
+ * : * 


* WE 
3 . does it appear, 1 —_ 


; 1 


aſk you ſeriouſly, that the Nation in general ſeems, 


1 duly grieved for it's Sins, and diſpoſed to return to 
God; or, in other Words, that it is become more 
holy and religious, and leſs diſſipated in higher or 


lower Life, than before it experienced. theſe freſh 
Viſitations of God? If the Nation is more holy 
and religious, how comes it to paſs, that God's 
Sabbath, the Day in which our Duties to God and 
Man are particularly inculcated, and by the Obſer- 
yation of which Religion 1s chiefly. kept up in the 
World, is ſo ſadly prophaned by moſt Ranks and 


Degrees of Men? By ee from God's holy 


Temp le; by ſcandalouſly. Gaming and Cards, as 
it's Lid to be (though I hope not truly) amongſt 
ſome in higher Life; or by traverſing the Country 
without Ceremony upon it, for this Reaſon (one 


would ſuppoſe) becauſe they are forbidden to do 
it; and they'll ſhew the World that they truly will 


not be 2 Controul, no, not even the Controu 
of God? If the Nation is more holy and religious, 
how comes it to paſs that lower Life alſo, now, it's 


plain, make as light of the Sabbath as their Superi- 
ors, exerciſing their Trades, driving their Waggons, 


frequenting Ale-Houſes, even in the very Face of 


the Magiſtrate, who ſurely, as venerable as his 


Office is, is of little Uſe, if he ſuffers the Laws to 
fleep, and is not a determined Scourge to ſuch and 


all ſuch-like evil Doers? If the Nation is more 


holy and religious, how comes it to pals that the 
Lonp's Table is ſo ſhockingly deſerted, though there 
the moſt ſolemn Act of our Religion is celebrated, 
though there we are lovingly bidden to partake of 

the firſt Bleſſings of Heaven? If the 8 is 
leſs diſſipated than it was, how comes it to paſs 
that ſearcely the Form of Religion is kept up 


' amongſt many of the Great, and that we are 


obs. 2 1 ſhocked 


"Cry 0 


* 


| mocked with their Enormities in 1 every - 


Week's Paper? How comes it to paſs that we 
hear ſo much of that moſt black Sin of Adultery, 


that groſs Violation of God's Inſtitution of Mar- 


riage, that very Bane of ſocial Life, which fixes an 
indelible Stigma on the vile Perpetrators, and 
maketh Title, which is preſumed to be the Reward 
of Virtue, to be a very Stink throughout the Land? 
If the Nation is leſs diſſipated than it was, how 
comes it to paſs that the debauching Virgin-Inno- 
cence, under the ſpecious Name of Gallantry, is 
only rallied as a Matter of Sport or a faſhionable 
Frolic, inſtead of being juſtly deſpiſed as the 
treacherous Dealing of e Villain that has dealt 
very treacherouſſy? How comes it to paſs that 


Gaming is carried to ſuch a pernicious Exceſs, to 


the almoſt total abſorbing of every ſocial Con- 
ſideration, to the Ruin of many an injured Family, 


to the piſtoling one another out of Life (for Ho- 


nour's Sake, would you believe it?) in an infernal 


Duel, or themſelves perhaps by a moſt unwarrant- 


able and infidel Suicide? How comes it to paſs 
that the Licentiouſneſs, Lewdneſs, Debauchery, and 
Extravagance, which have of late Vears been ſo 
particularly diſgraceful to higher Life, have ſo 
thoroughly deſcended and made ſuch rapid Pro- 
greſs among our middle and our lower Ranks, to 
the driving 1 not a few to the very Verge of Bank- 
ruptcy, and more to fuch a Variety of Crimes as 


nothing but the Gallows can ſtop? Ho comes it 


further to paſs, that theſe Enormities are ſo far 


from being attempted to be remedied, that every 


Handmaid to them is countenanced a4 careſſed? 


Every Levity is encouraged. Strolling Players, 
with their Profaneneſs and Obſcenity, are ſuffered, 
nay invited into our Towns, to unhinge and diſ. 
Hpate.. our loweſt 8 People: Print - Shops, 


with 
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We with moſt bars faced Impudence, hang out their 
Pictures of Lewdneſs, to the great Offence and' 
Confuſion of all Modeſty, to the inflaming the ſen- 
ſual Paſſions, and ſtimulating our Youth to. ſinful 
Gratifications : And Drinking - Houſes, the very 
Bane of the Poor, are notoriouſly permitted un- 
puniſhed, unteſtrained, to make miſerable and 
abandoned the Bulk of our inferior Brethren. In 
ſhort, if the Nation is duly affected for it's Sins, 
and in a right Mode of thinking and acting, how 
comes it to paſs, that thoſe to whom our national 
. Cauſe is in a great Meaſure committed, and by 
whom our Rights are to be decided in Battle, that 
our common Soldiers in general ſhould be ſo addic- 
ted to Profaneneſs, as I fear to be more likely, with 
the Heathen Champion of the Philiſtines, to curſe 
their Enemies by their God, rather than devoutly to 
invoke his Aid againſt them? And how comes it 
further to paſs, that thoſe who are entruſted to lead 
theſe People to the Charge ; that they, who in Obe- 
dience to their King“ as well as to their God, are par- 
ticularly bound to avoid all Immorality, and to ſet a 
good and virtuous Example to the People under their 
Authority; that they, I ſay, ſhould (many of them) 

be ſo regardleſs of God's Sabbath and his public 
Worſhip, and moſt unlike their devout Brother, 
Cornelius the Centurion, who is repreſented as 
praying to God always, ſhould ſcarcely ever be ſeen 
to pray to him at all; though they, methinks, of 
all Mankind, ought conftantly to attend God's 
Temple. themſelves, to invoke the Lord of Hoſts 
in our Cauſe, the God of the Armies of Iſrael in 
our Favour; though they ought conſtantly to lead 
thither their Men, to have it inculcated into their 
Breaſts, — the Soldier who fears not God is END 


to - 


See the King's Proclamation again Vice and Immorality, 


to four every Thing ae, _ 5 Soldier who fears 
God is likely to fear nothing beſides 1 ſay, in 
a Word, how comes it to paſs, that there is ſo 
glaring a Diſſipation, ſo conſpicuous a Deficiency 
of religious Duty in all Ranks and Degrees more 
or leſs, in high and low, in civil and military Life, 
if the Nation is duly grieved for it's Viſitations, or 
rather for it's Sins, the certain Cauſe of them; if 
it has not refuſed to receive Correction, if it has 
not made it's Face harder than a Rock, if it has 
not refuſed to return? If we are really bettered by 
the Correction we have received, I confeſs my In- 
terrogatories to be an ill- grounded and indeed an 
unjuſt Inſinuation, and I ſhall heartily rejoice to 
hear it ſatisfactorily proved, that the inſinuated 
Charges have no Exiſtence, . But if, on the con- 
trary, the Nation is not at all humbled for it's 
Sins; if, natwithſtanding it's increaſing Calamities, 
and it's tottering from the very Baſe, there appears 
not one Jot more of Seriouſneſs and Religion, not 
one Jot leſs of Levity and Diſſipation, I muſt aver 
painful as it is to do it, that the latter Clauſes of 
the Text certainly apply to us as well as to the 
Jews, and that, in the Prophet's Language, we 
have made our Faces harder than a Rock, by per- 
ſeyeringly refuſing (notwithſcanding all that Heaven 
hath done to-induce us) to return. 


What then is to be Gone ? Why obriouly, as 
] engaged in the 
Laſt Place to ſhew, to return to the Truth, to 
be in Practice what we profeſs to be in Principle, 
if we would engage the Countenance of that Being, 
whoſe Eyes are upon the Truth, who can look upon 


the Truth only with any Degree of Favour and 
Approbation. | 


The 


I 
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The Word Truth hath ſeveral Significations in 


Holy Writ. It is put for the whole Word of 


God]; for the Chriſtian Doctrine; for the true Re- 


ligion, as comprehending all faving Truths, and 


being the Truth, by way of Eminence, emphati- 
cally fo called. It is what it hath pleaſed the Al- 
mighty to diftinguifh himſelf as the God of; and 


what our Saviour afferts himſelf to be, “ I (f 

he) © am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” 
It is put for Integrity of Life; for Simplicity of 
Speech ; for Faithfulneſs and Sincerity of Heart, 
and the Expreſſion of the Mind according as it 
truly purpoſeth. It is what God's Eyes, as the 
Prophet ſays, are upon, meaning what he looks 
upon with Pleaſure, Complacency, and Approba- 
tion, in Oppoſition to Falſehood, Evil, and Ini- 
quits which he has ſuch an Averſion to, as to be 
aid in the ſtrong Language of Scripture not to be 
able to look upon. As then it includes ſuch lofty 
Meanings in it's Idea, I ſhall look upon it as the 
Aggregate of all Goodneſs, and only another Term 
for true Holineſs of Life, which muſt be the great 
Object of our Aim, if we would engage the God 
of Truth to be propitious to us. — The great 
Drift of the Prophet, in the Chapter of the Text, 


and in many other of his Chapters, is (as before 


was hinted) manifeſtly to excite his Countrymen 
the Jews to Reformation and Converſion to God, 


that the Dangers he foreſaw might be prevented 


from falling on his devoted Country. For this 
Purpoſe he holds forth Expoſtulations to argue 


them, Threatnings to affright them, Intreaties to 


ſoften them, and Promiſes to win them over, to 
'Amendment. And the great Drift of this Day's 
Humiliation is to lament our paſt Sins, the Cauſe 
of all our Country's Calamities, to declare that we 


abhor them, and to acknowledge that we turn 


truly 


| 
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truly iP fi ncerely to our God: Sperr 1a a and | 
truly, defigning to be actually what we appear to 
be in Profeſſion ; for we muſt conſider he is the God 
of Truth, abhoring Hypocriſy and Deceit, diſ- 
daining to be mocked, and incapable of being im- 


poſed upon. You celebrate a F aſt; you celebrated 
a Faſt laſt Year; you celebrated à Faſt about a 
Year before, on the ſame Occaſion, And a Faſt, 


as far as it goes, is mighty well: A-tended, with 


it's  indiſpenſible Concomitants, it is a ſalutary 
Medicine. It is conformable to the Practice of 


the Penitents of Old before the Chriſtian Æra, it 
is agreeable to the Cuſtom of the Primitive Church, 
when apprehenſive of any impending Judgment, 


and it ſhews our Superiors' proper Senfe of our 


preſent alarming Situation. But what do you 
mean by theſe Faſts? And I aſk the Queſtion be- 
cauſe I profeſs I have never obſerved, nor heard it ob- 


ſerved by others, that there is more Appearance of 


Sobriety, Chaſtity, or Decorum, or one Whit -leſs 
Tendency to Levity, Riot, and Diſſipation, ſince 
our national Misfortunes and our national Humi- 


| liations, than there was before. 5 


Do we mean, by the Self-Denial of a Day, to 
compound for the Luxury and Intemperance of 


Ml-onths in future? Is a Faſt of a Day to the Body 
Politic, like Phyſic in the Spring (according to ſome 
Ideas) to the Body Natural, to preſerve it found the 

enſuing Year? Alas! Alas! God's Eyes are upon 


the Truth; he will never accept the Externals, 


unattended by the Vitals of Religion. If we 
mean by Faſts, as we ought to mean by them, 


that we are really grieved for our Sins, and that 


we intend to alter our Conduct, we may then, 
with good Confidence, hail our Country - with 
< Owellis thee, and happy ſhalt thou be,” But if 


we 


de, would our higher People copy it faithfully. 
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ve faſt to Day, and do not determine againſt our Vices 


in future, we lie, becauſe to Day's Practice is a 
virtual Promiſe that we will not run again into our 


old Abominations. We muſt be then in Reality 


what we profeſs to be in Principle, if we mean to 
faſt, or pray, or go through any religious Ceremony, 
to good Purpoſe. A ſhameleſs open Reprobate is, 
at firſt View, a Character of Horror. An Hypo- 
crite, one who pretends to Religion, and has none, 
when found out, appears to be what he really is, a 
deteſtable Character alſo. The Angel, hung out in 
the Face, will never apologize for the whoriſh Im- 
purity of the Heart. Every Thing inconliſtent. 
with Truth, (and all Unholineſs 1s inconſiſtent with 
it) will unſanctify this Day's Devotion, and pro- 
portionably to the Influence of it's Subject, will 
contribute, more or leſs, to our Country's Cala- 
mities. Do not then pretend a Love for your 
Country, whilit, by your Sins and Immoralities, 


you are incenſing Heaven againſt her. The un- 
natural Virulence of America, the wonted Perfidy 


of France, (however dangerous) are not ſo dan- 
> pu to Britain, as Britain's Vices are. If Britain 
al 


Is, (which Heaven avert) her Fall, whatever 


Agents immediately affe& it, muſt be - ultimately 
reſolved into her dreadful Sins. This Party repro- 


| bates that, as the Cauſe of our Misfortunes ; that 


recriminates on this; but whether thou art with 
Miniſtry for the Loaves and Fiſhes, or againſt it for 
the Want of them, as long as thou continueſt in a 
wicked Courle of Living, © Thou art the Man,” 
to whom thy Country may impute her Ruin. 


To Conclude.—Thanks be to Heaven, a good 
Pattern is ſet to this Nation by the virtuous Example 
of our Anointed of God. Happy for us would it 


Let 
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Let them then but refle& that Virtue that ſhines ſo 

ſtrongly on them, and the inferior Ranks ſurely 
could not but be ſo charmed with the Lovelineſs of 
the Image, as to be won over to be (atleaſt) ſome- 
what like it.—Let the Magiſtrate exert his Powers, 
in the Cauſe of Virtue, and let him remember, that 
in theſe Times of open, flagrant, daring Immo- 
ralities, he will, perhaps, have no Opportunity of 
exerting them ſo well, as in ſhewing himſelf the 
reſolved Terror of evil Works. —Let the Prieſt en- 
deavour to be the Tranſcript of the Precepts he 
inculcates, and, whilſt he is preaching the Goſpel, 

let him, by no Means, forget to live for the Goſpel. 

Let the Soldier look up to the Commands of his 
Captain, the great Captain of his Salvation, and, 
with ſuch an Helmet of Safety, we need not doubt 
his ſtanding firm in the Day of ſevereſt Trial. 

We read of Warriors in the Old Teſtament, as 
remarkable for Piety as Proweſs, in the Characters 
of David, Joſhua, Jehoſhaphat, and others. We 
read of pious Centurions and devout Soldiers in 
the New. Theſe Books indeed ſeem of no great 
Authority with ſome of our modern wiſe Profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity ; but however, by Leave of their 
Penetration and Diſcernment, we really believe 
them to be the Word of God, and the only proper 
Rule of our and their Lives. I ſhall therefore ob- 
ſerve from them further, that in St. Luke's Goſpel 
we read of the Roman Soldiers in Judea reſorting 
to St. John the Baptiſt, on his preaching the Ne- 


_ ceſlity of Repentance, and ſolicitous (it ſeems) for 


their Salvation, enquiring what they ſhould do, 
1. e. what Fruits they muſt produce meet for Re- 


Pentance, or that might indicate the Truth of it. 


Let our's go, and do likewiſe. Whilſt “ the 


Wicked flee tho no ope kerle, 5 thoſe, among 


whom 
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whom 1 would God all our' Troops were enrolled, 


« the Righteous” and Religious I mean, th 


« are” (and they only have good Reaſon for being) 
undaunted in Danger, and © bold as a Lion.” — 


Let our poor Brethren conſider that it is their 


bounden Duty to be modeſt, humble, and in- 
duſtrious, in their Stations, ſober and temperate in 
their Lives. Inſtead of ruining their Families, 
ſhortening their Days, and ſacrificing their Souls in 
Houles of Drunkenneſs and Diſſipation, ler them 
duly reſort to the very oppoſite of theſe Houſes, the 
Houſe of God, which Numbers of them ſeem quite 


as negligent of as many of their light-headed Su- 


eriors; and ſo will they learn to be uſeful and re- 
ſpectable Subjects, inſtead of being, not becauſe 
they are poor, but becauſe they are profane, diſ- 


ſolute, and drunken, the very Filth of the World, 


and the Off- ſcouring of all Things. 


In one Word, not only our Souls require it, but 


our Country, our dear Country, in greater Danger 
from our Vices than from Myriads of 

implores the Reformation of every Claſs amongſt us. 
Do not let us play the Fool any longer. The preſent 
Criſis is truly alarming. The Judgments of Heaven 


hang over our Heads; and what, but Reformation 


can ftop their fatal Deſcent? Britiſh'Valour will ſuf- 


ficiently protect us, if the Lord of Hoſts be with 


us; but we cannot expect his Aid, whilſt we con- 


tinue Atheiſts in Practice. Believe me, not a caſual 
Miſconduct, not the Blunders of ſome, nor the Ig- 


norance of others, which are ſo much found Fault 
with, but the complicated Vices of the Nation, are 
the real and fundamental Sources of the Nation's 
Sorrows. They, if we will retain them, they will 


make us the Laughing-Stock of our Foes ;—and 


nothing, nothing but returning to him, whoſe Eyes 


are 


our Enemies, 


